
Montana Department of Transportation 
PO Box 201001 

Helena, MT 59620-1001 
 
MEMORANDUM 
 
To: See Distribution  
 
From: Mark Wissinger, P.E. 

Construction Engineer 
 
Date: March 16, 2006 
 
Subject: Supplemental Specification Revision: 107.08 Load Restrictions 
 
 
The Construction Administration Services Bureau is proposing revisions to Standard 
Specification, 107.08 Load Restrictions.  Following the Standard Specification Revision Process 
outlined in the Construction Engineer’s Memorandum dated January 9, 2002 the following 
information is provided. 
 

1. Standard Specification, 107.08 Load Restrictions will be modified.   
 
2. The Proposed Draft of the change is attached along with this memorandum. 

  
 3. Revision to the Standard Specification is needed to allow the lifting of tag axles in 

limited situations where the trucks are currently in violation of State law.  
 
4. Those impacted by the change include: 

 
Contractors, EPM’s and MDT Field Crews, Motor Carrier Services  

 
5. The following individuals were consulted and/or involved in developing the proposed 

revisions: 
 

Contractors, Motor Carrier Services, MDT Pavement Analysis Section  
 

 
It is requested that comments on the proposed revisions only, be returned to 
the Specification Section no later than April 28, 2006. 
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Draft - #1  2-7-06 

107.08 LOAD RESTRICTIONS 
Do not exceed legal load restrictions when hauling material and equipment on public 

roadways and bridges within and beyond the project limits and on all new and existing 
portland cement concrete roadways, treated base courses, bituminous surfacing lifts and 
courses, including plant mix base, plant mix surfacing, and seal and cover. 

Do not place loads on a concrete pavement, treated base, or structure before the 
curing period has been achieved. 

Repair damaged roadways and structures resulting from construction operations at 
Contractor expense. 

Measure and analyze truck legal load limits by the bridge formula before hauling any 
material over existing or newly paved roadways and bridges. Furnish a drawing showing 
distances between axles, truck tare weight, and the overall length of each truck prior to 
hauling or placing operations. 

Show a minimum of two applications using the bridge formula on the drawing. 
Include on the first application the overall length between axles. For the second 
application, do not consider the steering axle, and add the value obtained from the 
bridge formula to the anticipated load on the steering axle. Use the lesser of the two 
values obtained as the legal load. Retain a copy of the appropriate drawing in each 
truck. Do not exceed established legal load weights for single axle and tandem axles. 

If raising a retractable or tag axle results in the truck being over the maximum legal 
weight, only raise the axles when backing to unload at a chip spreader, windrow, or plant 
mix paver. Back the minimum distance possible while over legal weight restrictions. Do 
not exceed the legal weight on the steering axle by more than 25%, or tandem axles by 
more than 50% while backing with retractable or tag axles lifted. 

The weight on a truck in excess of the maximum legal weight as determined above 
will be deducted from the quantity considered for payment. 

Comply with this provision and all applicable laws, rules, and regulations related to 
operation of motor vehicles on public roads. 

Trucks operated on public roads may be checked by the Department's Motor Carrier 
Services and fines levied for exceeding legal loads. 

Do not use existing bridges, new bridges, or bridges to be removed but still in use by 
the public as work platforms, work bridges, or to support or move equipment without the 
Engineer's written approval. 

Approval will be granted only where load analysis and review of traffic control, safety, 
and convenience show it to be in the public interest. 

No additional compensation will be considered or allowed for any violation of these 
provisions. 
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